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On behalf of our staff, I would like to thank the parents who accepted 

our invitation and took the opportunity to meet with our teachers on 

Monday and Tuesday afternoons to discuss their child and the 2023 

school year ahead. Research consistently indicates that the 

partnership between school and home enhances the learning and 

wellbeing of our children. Thus, our teachers appreciate parents 

informing them and sharing information that may have an impact 

upon our students’ learning, as well as the opportunity to meet 

parents to begin the learning relationship with each family.  

 

The first of our year level camps is coming up later this term. Our 

year 5 students will be heading off to Sovereign Hill, Ballarat for their 

annual camp on March 27th. This camp provides our children with 

wonderful learning experiences through the multitude of exhibitions 

and activities depicting key events in our nation’s history. Students 

will have the opportunity to participate in activities and see skills and 

trades that were commonly used throughout the gold rush era.   

Important information, including student medical forms have been 

distributed. These need to be completed and returned to home 

group teachers no later than Monday, February 27th.   

 

One of the ways that some students can be supported to participate 

in these invaluable learning experiences is through the Camps, Sport 

and Excursions Fund (CSEF). This funding is provided to support 

eligible families to cover the costs or part of the expenses of 

excursions and incursions, camps and sporting events and activities. 

If a parent holds a valid concession card, Department of Veteran 

Affairs card or is a foster parent, they may be eligible for CSEF. The 

funds will be paid to our school and can be used towards expenses 

of authorised events. Each primary child would be allocated $125. 

Application forms are available from our school office or may be 

downloaded from www.education.vic.gov.au/csef 

 

Once again in 2023, our school newsletter each fortnight we will be 

showcasing the achievements and reflections of our PLPS students as 

they grow and develop though our learning programs and events. 

Each fortnight will feature a particular year level cohort with 

illustrations of students’ work, student reflections or photos and 

captions of what the children have achieved and enjoyed.  The first 

showcase, in our newsletter last week, was our Prep cohort of 

students. It was lovely to see the excitement and smiles of our Prep 

students enjoying their first week at school. Our Prep children have 

had a positive start to the year and are settling well into the routines 

and structures associated with attending school, as well as their 

learning program.  

A reminder that our Prep students will be attending school each day 

of the week, starting as of Monday, February 27th.  

 

In this week’s newsletter, our Year 6 students are showcasing their 

learning and programs. 

 

This year our students in years 3 and 5 will sit the National 

Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) in March. 

This is a change from previous years, when the assessments have 

been conducted in May. The students will complete the assessments 

online, except for a paper test for year 3 writing.  Our students will 

participate in tests in writing, reading, language conventions (spelling, 

grammar and punctuation) and numeracy. The assessments will begin 

on Wednesday, March 15th and conclude by Friday, March 24th.   

The tests in these various disciplines provides parents with an 

understanding of how individual students are performing in these 

areas at the time of testing.  

Pamphlets detailing further information for parents, including links to 

the public demonstration site, will be distributed to our year 3 and 

year 5 families today via Compass. If you have any questions about 

your child’s participation in the assessments, please contact the 

school.    

NAPLAN testing is just one aspect of our school’s assessment and 

reporting program and this NAPLAN data complements assessment 

that is conducted on an ongoing basis by our teaching staff in the 

learning spaces.     

Individual student reports will be returned to the school later in 2023 

which are then distributed to parents and students. 

 

Today our students in years 5 and 6 participated in an incursion, ‘Safe 

on Social’. The incursion promotes student wellbeing through cyber 

safety education. Some of the topics include; using social media with 

awareness, online stranger danger, how to manage group chats, 

respectful online relationships and consent and many more areas of 

interest.  

We are also hosting a Family Information session for parents and 

carers from 5.30pm to 6.30pm. This session will be hosted in the Year 

6 learning space in the Northern Learning Cluster building and is an 

open invitation to all interested parents.  

 

With the warmer weather upon us, can I urge all parents to support 

our school by ensuring that their children have a sunhat with them at 

school, particularly during first term when the UV element is at its 

highest. We strongly encourage all children to develop this important 

life skill but require the support of parents to provide the sunhats. 

Thank you for your assistance with this very important matter. 

 

The care and safety of all of our students and members of the PLPS 

community is of upmost importance. This care is required and applies 

to our parent drivers when dropping off and collecting students at 

peak traffic periods before and after school. Can I please ask all 

drivers to adhere to road and parking rules in order to keep everyone 

safe. Please keep in mind, the staff car park is not a drop off or pick 

up zone immediately before or after school.   

 

A reminder that nominations for our 2022 School Council will close 

on Wednesday, March 1st. Please contact the school if you require a 

nomination form. 
 
 
Kerrie Kingston-Gains  
Principal 

Principal’s Report 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/csef


Admin News 
   

DIARY DATES 
 

 

Friday 10th February - Friday  24th March: Summer Interschool Sports  

 

Monday 27th March - Thursday 30th March: Year 5 Sovereign Hill Camp 

 
IMPORTANT MESSAGE 

Sharing of food 
 
Sharing of food items is NOT permitted at PLPS, due 
to reasons associated with health, safety and family 
beliefs and choice.  Food cannot be distributed to    

other students: this includes food items to celebrate 
birthdays. Non-food items can be shared for         

birthdays, if so desired. 
 

When food items are being used within the teaching 
and learning programs at school, communications 
will be posted on Compass to parents and carers     
outlining the food items being used.  Parents will 

have the option to discuss implications for their child 
or opt out of these activities. 

 

 

Hats 
 

Hats are part of 
our school uniform 

in Term 1. 
 

It is strongly 
recommended that 
all students have 

their hats on when 
they play at recess 
and lunch time out 

in the yard.  
 

Please remember 
to label your hats 

too! 

 

 

 

ICY POLE FRIDAY 
 

    We will be selling   
lemonade icy poles at 
lunch time on Fridays  

during term 1   
 

Icy poles are $1.40 each 
and can be purchased 

from the Canteen. 







 
Attention Parents/

Guardians 
 

Please be aware of the   
parking restrictions on 
both Shearwater Drive 

and Everly Circuit. 
 

The Cardinia Council    
enforces the parking       

restrictions and regularly 
monitors the parking 

zones and areas around 
the school. 

 

Staff Carpark 
 

Our school carpark is for staff parking 
between 8.30am and 3.45pm on school 
days by order of the School Council. 

 
During these times parents are not  

 permitted to park in the school carpark.  
 

The carpark is not permitted for use for 
dropping off and picking up students or 
for leaving your car unattended while  

collecting your children.  
 

This is to ensure the safety of all  
students in the school.  

 

Thank you 
 

LATE ARRIVALS 
 

Every student arriving after  

the 9am bell must come to  

the school office to collect a  

Late Pass to take to their  

teacher. 

 

If students do not collect a  

late pass, parents  

Will receive a text message    

at 11:30am advising of  

their child’s absence. 



 
 
 
 
 

 
Cardinia Playground Upgrades 

 
Last year the Parks and Planning Department from Cardinia Council visited       

Pakenham Lakeside Primary School and gave students the opportunity to          
participate and have their say in what they would like to see included in the       

selected playground renewal program. 
 

 Thank you to all students who participated and gave their feedback in this         
activity.  

 
The Cardina Council are pleased to advise that the chosen playground designs 

have been awarded for Parman Avenue Reserve, Creekwood Park and               
The Parkway in Pakenham.  

 
The concept plans can be viewed at https://creating.cardinia.vic.gov.au/

playground-renewals-2023 which show the proposed landscaping layout and    
surrounds.  

 

Parking Around the School 
 

Street parking is available along  
Shearwater Drive and Everly Circuit.  

 
Please be courteous to our surrounding residents, when parking, 

dropping or collecting students from school - obey parking 
signs, do not park in or over driveways.  

We ask that you leave enough time to drop off and pick up      
children in a safe and legal manner. 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcreating.cardinia.vic.gov.au%2Fplayground-renewals-2023&data=05%7C01%7CSharron.Wynen%40education.vic.gov.au%7Cf9e758e18bf84c80a84e08dad96792a1%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C63806
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcreating.cardinia.vic.gov.au%2Fplayground-renewals-2023&data=05%7C01%7CSharron.Wynen%40education.vic.gov.au%7Cf9e758e18bf84c80a84e08dad96792a1%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C63806


 



 





 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund Applications 
 

The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund helps eligible families to cover the costs of school trips, 
camps and sporting activities. 
 
If you have a valid means-tested concession card, such as a Veterans Affairs Gold Card,           
Centrelink Health Care Card or Pensioner Concession Card, or are a temporary foster parent, 
you may be eligible. There is also a special consideration category for asylum seeker and refu-
gee families. 
 
Payment amounts for 2023 are $125 for eligible primary school students.  Payments are made   
direct to the school to use towards expenses relating to camps, excursions and sporting activities 
for the benefit of your child. 
 
It is important that funding made available in 2023 supports students to participate in school 
trips, camps and sporting activities this year rather than being held for future years. This funding 
can also be used in conjunction with any funding accrued from previous years.  
 
If you applied for CSEF through our school last year, you do not need to complete an application 
form this year, unless there has been a change in your family circumstances. 
 
If you are new to our school this year or if you would like to apply for the first time, please      
complete an application form and return it to our school office as soon as possible.  Applications 
for the CSEF program for 2023 close on 23rd June 2023. 
 
You can also download the form, and find out more about the program and eligibility, on the      
Department of Education and Training’s Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund web page -        
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/camps-sports-and-excursions-fund/resources. 
 
Check with our school office if you are unsure, and please return completed forms to the school 
office as soon as possible. 
 
Kind Regards 

 
Kerrie Kingston-Gains 
Principal 
 

https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/camps-sports-and-excursions-fund/resources



















